
RESEARCH OPPORTUNITY 
This is an exciting opportunity to participate in a research study that will help to improve our 
understanding of reading comprehension growth for students in grades 1-5. Participating 
schools and/or districts will receive a free pilot of the Amplify Reading program after the 
completion of the two-week study. 
  
BACKGROUND 
Amplify is conducting a study to determine the reliability of an internal three-minute reading 
assessment called Mind the Gap that is embedded in Amplify Reading, a digital supplemental 
reading program that provides students with instruction and practice in phonological awareness, 
phonics, vocabulary, comprehension, and close reading within an engaging story world. 
Students will complete paper and pencil versions of the Mind the Gap assessment, which is a 
modification of the maze, or modified cloze, task, a research-based assessment procedure 
designed to track students’ skills and progress in comprehension of grade-level text. The 
purpose of the study is to evaluate the reliability of alternate forms of this assessment.  
 
DURATION 
This study will last for one to two weeks. Within that time, each student’s participation will be 
limited to 45-60 minutes, spread across three to four 15-minute sessions. During each session, 
students will be group-administered three 3-minute Mind the Gap assessments.  
 
PARTICIPANTS  
The study will be conducted with students in grades 1 through 5. Participating schools are 
required to contribute at least one grade level and at least 50 students per grade. 
 
STUDY REQUIREMENTS 
School districts must complete a research partnership agreement to authorize sharing of data. 
 
Internal Assessment. Students will be group administered three randomly selected versions of 
the paper and pencil Mind the Gap Assessment by Amplify researchers. Each assessment is 
three minutes long, with a short break in between each, for a total of about 15 minutes per 
session. Each student is required to complete between three and four sessions during the 
duration of the study. 
 
Demographic Data. Demographic information for all participating students, including EL status, 
is required.  
 

 
PARTICIPATION OVERVIEW 
Amplify will provide all materials necessary for the administration of the assessment. Amplify 
researchers will group administer the assessment to students. Teachers are required to allow 
Amplify researchers to visit their classrooms to administer the assessment for about 30 minutes 



(leaving time for set up, etc.) three to four times during the study over the course of one to two 
weeks. 

 
Incentive:  
Participating schools will receive the Amplify Reading program for free for the remainder of the 
year after the completion of the two-week study. 
 
Contact Information: 
Please contact Jennifer Zoski with any questions at jzoski@amplify.com. 

 
 
 
 


