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by deleting all language after the enacting clause and substituting instead the following: 

 SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 2, is amended by adding 

the following as a new part: 

49-2-901.  As used in this part: 

 (1)  "Corrective action plan" means a binding plan of corrective action that a high 

priority school system enters into with the state for a period of no more than five (5) 

years; 

(2)  "County mayor" means a county mayor, county executive, or chief executive 

officer of a metropolitan government; 

 (3)  "Department" means the department of education; 

 (4)  "High priority" means a local board of education with ten (10) or more 

schools identified as priority schools pursuant to § 49-1-602 on each of the three (3) 

most recently issued priority school lists; and 

 (5)  "High priority oversight committee" means a committee of appointed 

members that reviews a corrective action plan submitted by the county mayor. 

49-2-902. 

 (a)  When the department issues a priority school list pursuant to § 49-1-602, the 

department shall identify each local board of education that is high priority.  If the 

department identifies a local board of education as high priority, then the department 

shall notify the respective county mayor and the local board of education that: 

 (1)  The local board of education is high priority; and 
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 (2)  The local board of education is subject to this part. 

 (b)  Notwithstanding § 49-2-201, a local board of education that is high priority 

shall transition from an elected local board of education pursuant to § 49-2-201 to a local 

board of education appointed by the county mayor upon the county mayor and the local 

board of education receiving notice pursuant to subsection (a). 

 (c)  Notwithstanding subsection (b), an elected member of a local board of 

education serves until the member's elected four-year term expires.  When an elected 

member's term expires, the county mayor shall appoint a member to succeed the 

elected member on the local board of education. 

 (d)  An appointed member serves a term of four (4) years.  An appointed member 

must reside within the school district that the member represents. 

 (e)  A county mayor shall fill a vacancy that occurs on the local board of 

education that is subject to this part for the remainder of the unexpired term. 

 (f)  A county mayor may remove a member appointed to serve on a local board 

of education that is subject to this part for cause. 

49-2-903. 

 (a)  A local board of education appointed pursuant to § 49-2-902 has the same 

duties and powers as an elected local board of education. 

 (b)  Any existing contract with a local board of education with elected members 

shall remain in effect with the local board of education with appointed members. 

 SECTION 2.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 50, is amended by adding 

the following as a new part 

 49-50-1801. 

 (a)  There is created a state high priority oversight committee to oversee school 

districts with ten (10) or more schools identified as priority schools pursuant to § 49-1-

602 on each of the three (3) most recently issued priority school lists. 
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 (b)  The high priority oversight committee shall be constituted in a high priority 

school district one hundred and twenty days (120) after notification to the district by the 

commissioner of education. 

 (c)  The high priority oversight committee is composed of five (5) members to be 

appointed as follows: 

 (1)  The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint an expert 

in kindergarten through grade twelve (K-12) education that resides in the same 

county as the high priority school district; 

 (2)  The speaker of the senate shall appoint an expert in K-12 education 

that resides in the same county as the high priority school district; 

 (3)  The governor shall appoint an expert in K-12 education that resides in 

the same county as the high priority school district; 

 (4)  The mayor of the county in which the high priority school district is 

located shall appoint an expert in K-12 education that resides in the same county 

as the high priority school district; and 

(5)  The commissioner of education shall appoint an expert in K-12 

education that resides in the same county as the high priority school district. 

 (d)  Each member of the high priority oversight committee serves a three (3) year 

term or until the oversight is no longer in effect, whichever occurs first. 

 (e)  Members of the high priority oversight committee serve until their respective 

successors are appointed.  A vacancy on the high priority oversight committee must be 

filled in the same manner as the original appointment.  Members of the high priority 

oversight committee may be removed by their respective appointing authority for cause. 

 (f)  In making the appointments pursuant to subsection (b), each appointing 

authority shall strive to ensure that the high priority oversight committee is composed of 

persons who are diverse in professional or educational background, ethnicity, race, sex, 

geographic residency, heritage, perspective, and experience. 
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 (g) 

 (1)  The commissioner of education shall call the first meeting of the 

high priority oversight committee.  All subsequent meetings of the high priority 

oversight committee must be held at least quarterly. 

 (2)  A quorum consists of a majority of the high priority oversight 

committee's membership. 

49-50-1802. 

 (a)  The high priority school district shall, at the first called meeting, charge the 

county mayor with the formation of a corrective action plan. 

 (b)  The county mayor has ninety days (90) from the day the high priority school 

district issued its charge to the county mayor pursuant to subsection (a) to create a 

corrective action plan and submit the plan to the high priority oversight committee. 

 (c)  Upon the plan's completion, the mayor shall submit the plan to the high 

priority oversight committee to discuss its implementation and funding.  The mayor shall 

also submit to the committee any recommended legislation that is necessary for the 

implementation of the plan. 

 (d)  The committee will then have sixty (60) days to reject the plan; request 

revisions to the plan; reject the plan and request that the county mayor submit a new 

plan; or approve the plan. 

 (e)  If the committee rejects the plan and requests that the county mayor revise 

the plan or submit a new plan, then the county mayor has thirty (30) days to submit the 

revised plan or a new plan to the committee. 

 (f)  If the committee does not approve a plan within one hundred eighty(180) 

days of the plan's initial submission, then the committee has ninety (90) days to create a 

corrective action plan for the mayor to implement. 

 49-50-1803. 
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 (a)  The department shall notify the speaker of the house of representatives, the 

speaker of the senate, the respective county mayor, the local board of education and the 

high priority oversight committee if a local board of education is no longer high priority. 

 (b)  Upon notification that a local board of education is no longer high priority, the 

high priority oversight committee is dissolved and the local board of education shall fill 

vacancies on the board with elected members pursuant to § 49-2-201. 

 (c)  Upon completion of the plan, the county mayor shall submit the plan to the 

high priority oversight committee to discuss its implementation and funding.  The county 

mayor shall submit to the committee any recommendations for legislation that is 

necessary for implementation of the plan. 

 SECTION 3. This act takes effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. 


